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Inside this issue: 
 

 
Christine Stevens worked for over 30 years at 
Goodwood.  She had responsibility for all aspects 
of sales and marketing, including the manage-
ment of the corporate hospitality, sponsorship 
and merchandising departments initially for the 
horse racing and then for the Festival of Speed 
and the Goodwood Revival meeting.   
 
With her husband, John she started beekeeping 
in 1995.  They ran up to 40 hives, a mixture of 
National and WBC, producing and selling up to a 
ton of honey a year, as well as rearing queens 
and raising nucs.   
 
Christine started to have allergic reactions to bee venom in the late 
1990s and within a year or so John had also become allergic.  They 
both completed a 3 year desensitisation programme at Southampton 
Hospital Allergy Clinic which enabled them to continue beekeeping.  
However, they both now have full anaphylactic reactions to even one 
sting, so took the difficult decision to give up the hands-on aspect of 
the craft and all of their colonies have now been sold. 
 
Christine and John created a Beginners’ training course for Chichester 
Beekeepers, and have presented this for the last five years, sharing the 
lecturing as well as organising the course.  In recent years Christine has 
also been invited to talk to other Beekeeping groups about honey mar-
keting and other beekeeping related subjects. 
 

Continues 
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Offer of a ‘Des Res’ For Bees 

Diamond Jubilee Candles 

Continued 
 
She has served on the committee of Chichester Beekeepers for a number of years, in roles including 
Chairman and Secretary, as well as serving on the WSBKA Executive.  Since the untimely death of John 
Hunt in 2007, Christine has been the organiser of the WSBKA Annual Convention. 
 
“I enjoy preparing honey and wax for show”, says Christine.  “I have found that this taught me a huge 
amount about how hive products should be presented.  I feel strongly that as beekeepers we are fortu-
nate to be producing such wonderful products as honey and beeswax, and as such, we should present 
them to the highest standards and ensure that anything we sell will make the people who buy it, or re-
ceive it as a gift, feel that it is something special”. 
 
Many of you will already know Christine, but those who don’t may have the opportunity to meet her dur-
ing her year of office. 
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Following last month’s appeal by the BBKA for donations of beeswax all three Divi-
sions made a contribution, although I was not inundated with supplies!  300gms of 
West Sussex beeswax has been sent to the BBKA and this will be used together 
with beeswax donated by other Associations in the presentation candles to be 
given to HM The Queen in celebration of her 60 years on the throne. 

Thanks to Christine Stevens (Chichester), Pauline Ford (Worthing) and John Glover 
(Wisborough Green) for the high quality wax donated. 

Northern Bee Books is again offering a substantial discount to West Sus-
sex members on the annual price of The Beekeepers’ Quarterly maga-
zine.  You can subscribe for just £18 p.a - a saving of £10 on the normal 
charge.  Take a look at www.bkq.org.uk for a sample of the publication.  If 
you are interested just let me know.  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Are you looking for a home for your bees in the Coneyhurst area near Billinghurst?  A local resident is 
offering accommodation on a 2½ acre site.   
Please contact me in the first instance grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  and I will put you in touch with the 
land owner. 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 17th July - Terry Clare, President of BIBBA talks on egg laying workers, drone laying 
queens and dealing with a queenless colony.  Meeting at the Boxgrove Village Hall, The Street, Box-
grove, 7:30pm.   
Further details from Christine Stevens: secretary @ chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Wednesday 11th July & Saturday 21st July - Apiary 
meetings at Dounhurst Farm, Wisborough Green.  Saturday 
meeting - Beginners & Intermediate at 12:00, Advanced at 
2:30pm.  Wednesday meeting starts at 6:30pm for all abilities. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or 
website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 7th & Sunday 15th July - Out apiary meetings at 2pm.   

Saturday 14th July - Visit to Mike Bowley’s apiary on Angmering Park Estate at 2pm. 

Sunday 29th July - Visit to Neville Child’s apiary at 2pm. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

More from Moore - It’s All About The Queen 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
June has been the Queen’s month. Maybe you are thinking “Yes, we’ve had enough of the Diamond Jubi-
lee for now” – but in this instance, not surprisingly for a beekeeper, I am referring to the queen bee. 
 
One of our targets this season was to do better at queen rearing, especially having had a rather disastrous 
year with that in 2011.  So, lots of plans, including my notes in the May edition of this newsletter telling 
you about the Wilson method and the special boards I constructed.  Well, I have to report that those 
boards remain unused, as almost all our hives decided under the difficult weather conditions to do their 
own thing and either raise swarm cells, or in several cases just abandon their queens altogether – and in 
one case, both.  We had a new queen which managed to lay beautifully for about 10 days, five nice 
frames of brood, then mid way between inspections disappeared so we were left with emergency cells 
and needing to start all over again.  The same day that we discovered this, another Wisborough Green 
member called for advice having had exactly the same thing happen.   
Continues 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 

Continued 
 

Now, we all have to admit we could damage a queen at an inspection, but it is easy to read the queen’s 
performance and dates from the stage of brood development, and it is clear that in neither case was the 
beekeeper in any way to blame (i.e. the queen was clearly laying well for several days after the last in-
spection in our case, and in the other case the hive had not been opened at all since the new queen 
emerged).  Strange things going on! 
 

Back to the queen rearing.  Having failed with our attempts at grafting last year, we determined to try 
again.  Due far more to Gordon’s efforts and skills than mine, we currently have a nice row of cells devel-
oping in a queen-raising colony (two other supposedly queenless hives having totally rejected several 
batches of grafted larvae).  Maybe we are making progress. With luck we will get some decent queens at 
last. 
 

Just in case we didn’t have enough to do in June, I noticed that a ‘Sussex 
Food Fair’ was being advertised to take place in Petworth Park on the 
weekend of 23rd/24th June.  Being on our doorstep, and having honey 
available, I emailed the organisers about a week before the event asking 
what would be involved in attending.  Their immediate response was to 
ask if we could take live bees.  Having only a month ago purchased a 
lovely nucleus hive that converts to an observation hive, I said yes.  A 
deal then – if we took bees we could have all the space we wanted at no 
charge.  So, the two of us took our little gazebo, a lot of honey, and our 
loveliest nucleus with the queen on a good frame trapped up in the ob-
servation area.  The weather was rough and we thought at times the ga-
zebo would collapse or blow away, and we dismantled everything on 
Saturday evening, took it home, and started again on Sunday morning.  The bees and queen behaved im-
peccably for the whole weekend, we wore ourselves out answering questions and showing many people 
(especially children) the queen, and somehow amongst it all managed to sell several hundred pounds’ 
worth of honey.  A good result all round. 
 

Tom 
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Observation nucleus hive in use (with                
apologies for the reflection on the  
glass). 

 


